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We have our contributions 
to make in terms of our 

quota, how to deal with plastics 
because they are polluting our 
water bodies, they are polluting 
our terrestrial ecosystem 
and I tell you by the end of 
every month you would have 
ingested one complimentary 
card of plastic. This may be a bit 
more in terms of microplastics 
through the food chain in 
your alimentary system and 
it will cause all damages that 
you want to think of because 
these plastics are made from 
hydrocarbons, and they share 
certain chemical similarities 
with the hormonal system and 
so many things”.

The Minister, Dr Kwaku Afriyie 
was addressing pressmen 
after separate meetings with 
Stakeholders in the plastics 
industry and facility tours 
to some selected plastic 
production firms in the Greater 
Accra Region in February 
and March 2022. This forms 
part of activities to engage 

with industry players on 
their operations as well as 
challenges associated with 
their work. This is his first 
industrial visit in line with his 
commitment to managing 
plastic waste in an economically 
and environmentally beneficial 
manner in the country.

Dr Afriyie indicated that the 
impact of plastic waste pollution 
has reached an alarming 
level and that consumption 
of microplastics due to the 
utilization of single-use plastics 
as lining for food while cooking 
is injurious to human health 
as the plastics find their way 
into water bodies, which are 
ingested by fishes and finally 
consumed by many Ghanaians.

The Minister revealed that 
although plastics take time 
to degrade, they also tend to 
remain harmful to human health. 
“Ultimately, the hazardous 
effects of plastics tend to have 
cumulative compound effects 
especially, on human health 

through the pollution of air 
and marine freshwater among 
others. We must ensure that 
we don’t litter with plastics as 
it degrades the environment 
and leads to many health 
issues. If you boil kenkey with 
these plastics, which are under 
20 microns, you are poisoning 
people. It is poisonous to use 
plastics to wrap the kenkey we 
eat. People are not aware. We 
must create awareness and give 
education” he remarks.

The Minister disclosed that 
global plastics production grew 
from 1.5 million metric tons 
per annum in 1950 to 400 
million in 2017. He also noted 
that production during the 
last 10 years is equivalent to 
production during the whole 
of the 20th century combined. 
Dr Afriyie expressed worry 
over the estimation that global 
plastics production could triple 
by 2050.

Dr Kwaku Afriyie visited 
Neplast Ghana Limited in Tema 

MESTI ENGAGES 
PLASTICS 

STAKEHOLDERS 
ON EFFECTIVE PLASTIC WASTE MANAGEMENT

“
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where he was briefed on 
how plastics are being used 
in manufacturing building 
materials among others. 
The Chief Executive Officer 
of Nelplast Eco Plastics 
Limited Nelson Boateng said 
“Nelplast also started by 
purchasing only HDB plastics 
and later moved to polybag 
manufacturing, but we 
found out that most of our 
collectors do not bring back 
the black polybags to us so 
in June 2015, when we had 
that disaster, most of the 
problems were attributed to 
plastics choking gutters, so I 
felt bad that I am one of the 
problems.” 

Hammering on challenges 
facing his company, Mr 
Boateng discloses, “First, I 
will hit on our electricity bill 
and that is what is killing us. 
We need grants or soft loans 
to expand our operations 
because we have more 

plastics coming in than what 
we can recycle. Now, we are 
doing 3,000 kilos while our 
collectors can collect about 
20,000 kilos, so we need to 
expand to be able to recycle 
all the plastics they bring to 
us on daily basis.”

At the SRG Industries Ghana 
Limited also in Tema, the 
sector minister pledged to 
carry the plastic industry to 
higher heights. He called for 
a strong partnership to help 
industries and charged the 
leadership of SRG Industries 
to do their best by sharing 
ideas for the betterment of 
plastics production and its 
management in the country.

Dr Afriyie also indicated 
that although new laws will 
not be made, he will ensure 
that the existing laws are 
intensified. “As for timelines, 
I am not doing this alone. 
I keep on referring to the 

If you boil kenkey 
with these plastics, 
which are under 20 
microns, you are 
poisoning people. 
It is poisonous to 
use plastics to wrap 
the kenkey we eat. 
People are not aware. 
We must create 
awareness and give 
education

Dr Kwaku Afriyie interacting with some women plastic collectors at Miniplast Ghana Limited
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Ministries of Local Government 
and Rural Development, Water 
and Sanitation and all relevant 
Departments and Agencies 
because the mandate is a 
spectrum, but I suspect that I 
carry the heaviest burden and 
I will need the support of my 
other colleagues”, he states.

He also mentioned that “It is a 
shared responsibility, and we 
cannot attribute all the guilt to 
only industry. But that is not to 
exonerate them. Now that we 
are here and know the nature 
of their problem, if you are an 

industrial person, and you know 
that all these steps we are going 
to take are going to affect you, 
you must bring your concerns 
on board and tell us, how we 
can walk through the problem 
and solve it”.

The Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of Mini Plast, Nadim 
Ghanem Jr on his part, 
expressed appreciation to the 
Minister for paying a working 
visit to his outfit. “My company 
has been in Ghana for over 
90 years. We have been into 
development projects such 

as roads and other things 
and now we are into plastic 
manufacturing. Our focus is 
recycling and manufacturing 
plastics” he disclosed. He added 
that his outfit is not only making 
good use of recycled products 
but has also created lots of jobs 
for many Ghanaian youths.

The Minister and his entourage 
also engaged with the 
management of  Spaceplast 
Limited and members of 
the Plastic Waste Collectors 
Association at Odawnaa, La 
and Kpone Landfill Site. The 

Production of building materials at Nelplast Ltd.

Chief Executive officer of Dophil Roofing Systems 
Dr Kwaku Adjepong and MESTI Minister inspect-
ing roofing tiles at the factor

Dr Afriyie with Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 
Mini Plast, Nadim Ghanem Jr and other directors 
from MESTI on a tour of the company
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Chairman of the Plastic waste 
collectors Association, Mr 
Elvis Oppong commended 
the Minister for the visit and 
assured the minister of their 
commitment to ensuring the 
country achieves its aim of 
reducing the impact of plastic 
waste on the environment.

The Executive Director of 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), Dr Henry 
Kwabena Kokofu accompanied 
the Minister to Accra Composite 
Recycling Plant (ACARP), a 
subsidiary of Jospong Group 

of Companies at Adjin-Kotoku. 
He indicated that waste 
segregation is key to managing 
plastic efficiently.
He assured pressmen that his 
agency was ready to partner 
with the private sector to 
ensure the proper management 
of waste in the country and 
entreated the citizenry to have 
positive attitudes towards the 
environment.

The Executive Chairman 
of Jospong Group said the 
company will complete the 
installation of seven plants 

to build the capacity ACARP 
by the end of 2022 and that 
he is ready to work with the 
government in the efficient 
management of plastic waste in 
Ghana.

The Chief Executive officer 
of Dophil Roofing Systems, a 
subsidiary of Dolphin Group 
Dr Kwaku Adjepong expressed 
appreciation to the Minister for 
his commitment to supporting 
the plastic production and 
recycling industry.

Hon. Minister with his Team at the Accra Composite Recycling Plant (ACARP)

Executive Director, EPA, Dr. Henry 
Kokofu observing a pile of plastic 
waste.

Hon. Minister with Director PPME, Mrs Lydia Essuah being 
assisted by Managing Director, ACARP, Mr Michael Tuwor to 
feel the processed plastic waste
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In line with the Government’s 
Coordinated Programme 

of Economic and Social 
Development Policies, the 
Nationally Determined Contri-
butions, Ghana’s National 
Adaptation Plans, Ghana is 
focused on building a more 
sustainable and resilient society 
by putting in place measures 
that ensure adaptation to 
climate change impacts on 
infrastructures such as roads, 
dams, power distribution lines, 
homes, drains, and all structures 
around which life revolves.  

MESTI Minister, Dr Kwaku 
Afriyie (MP) was speaking 
at the launch of Ghana’s 
Roadmap for “Enhancing 
the Resilience of Ghana’s 
Infrastructure System Project” 
in Accra on Thursday,24th 
March 2022. The roadmap, 
developed through extensive 
multi-sectoral consultations, 
presents 36 project concepts 
in the built, natural, or enabling 
environment for building a 
resilient infrastructure system 
for Ghana.

GHANA FOCUSED
ON BUILDING A MORE SUSTAINABLE AND 

RESILIENT SOCIETY

Ghana, through MESTI, received 
support from the Global Centre 
on Adaptation (GCA) through 
UN Office for Project Services 
(UNOPs) under the project 
“enhancing the resilience of 
Ghana’s National Infrastructure 
Systems to the impact of 
climate change” to carry out 
a study on the impact of 
climate change on Ghana’s 
infrastructure development in 

the Energy, Water, Transport, 
Sanitation, and Waste sectors 
in July 2020. The aim was 
to support Ghana identify 
its infrastructure adaptation 
needs with climate change as a 
key determining factor and to 
provide a roadmap for meeting 
the identified needs.

An assessment was sub-
sequently carried out in the 

Snr. Director Africa, GCA Dr Anthony Nyong in a handshake with 
MESTI Minister
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three sectors of energy, transport 
and water which resulted in the 
development of a road map with 
prioritized sector adaptation 
needs and options. addition, 
evidence-based infrastructure 
resilience Tools were developed 
and the capacity of staff in the 
relevant sectors was built. To 
ensure sustainability, the tools 
developed as part of the project 
have been handed over to MESTI 
as the national focal point and 
will be available for use by the 
relevant national institutions. 

The Minister expressed worry 
over the increasing number of 
extreme weather events that 
continue to impact countries 
vulnerable to climate change, 
particularly in Africa including 
Ghana. “In Ghana, it is now 
common to see roads, bridges, 
dams and school buildings wash 
away after a downpour”, he 
explained.

He pointed out that as Ghana 
embarks on COVID-19 recovery, 
there is the need to transform 
the challenges of climate change 
into a historic opportunity by 
ensuring that recovery efforts are 
aligned with the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development and 
the goals of the Paris Agreement 
to “build forward better” adding 
that achieving this alignment 
requires Ghana to overcome 
traditional silo approaches in 
favour of cross-sectoral decision 
making and innovative solutions 
that unlock synergies across 
government portfolios, sectors 
of the economy, and the SDGs.

Speakers at the Ministerial Dialogue

Dr Kwaku Afriyie addressing the conference
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Dr Kwaku Afriyie (MP) revealed that extreme 
weather and rapid changes to Ghana’s climate 
present a profound risk to key sectors of Ghana’s 
socio-economic development, i.e energy, 
transport, waste, and water. “Infrastructure in 
these sectors are the bedrock of the country’s 
economic growth and development. Therefore, 
the disruption and cost to Ghana’s economy when 
infrastructure in these sectors are damaged or 
destroyed by extreme weather events has the 
potential to put years of progress toward growth 
and development targets at risk, impacting more 
on the poor and most vulnerable in society”, he 
stated. 

The Minister further indicated that safeguarding 
the physical and institutional components of 
Ghana’s infrastructure system is essential to 
ensure successful progress along a trajectory 
of sustained growth and that to build resilience, 
institutions that own Infrastructure need the 
capacity and knowledge to assess the climate 
vulnerability of new and existing infrastructure 
to plan and manage potential extreme weather 
impacts. 

MESTI Minister with CEO-GCA Prof. Patrick Vercooijen and Director UNOPS Ghana, Gambia, Liberia, 
Nigeria and Sierra Leone, Ms Ifeoma Charles-Monwuba Launching the Report

MESTI Chief Director Mrs Cynthia Asare 
Bediako addressing participants

AfDB Country Manager, Ghana, Ms Fasike 
Eyerusalem delivering a speech
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Dr Afriyie expressed Government’s 
appreciation to the project partners 
GCA, UNOPs, UNEP, and Oxford 
University and other stakeholders 
including development Partners 
Institutions, government institutions, 
universities, research institutions and 
the private sector for the support 
provided to the Ministry in delivering 
the project and called for further 
assistance for implementation of the 
roadmap.

The CEO of the Global Centre for 
Adaptation (GCA) Prof. Patrick 
Verkooijen indicated that Ghana, 
like many African countries, is 
disproportionately exposed to the 
climate emergency it did not create. 

He, therefore, called on the international 
community to have a moral and 
economic responsibility to support 
Ghana’s efforts in freeing up fiscal 
space for adaptation investments. 

CEO-GCA Prof. Patrick Verkooijen addressing Participants

Africa Regional Manager (GCA) 
Mr Hafiz Lawal addressing pressmen

Participants at the Ministerial Dialogue
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H.E. Nana Addo Dankwa Akuffo- Addo, interacting with Prof. Dr. Patrick Verkooijen, CEO GCA, Dr. 
Anthony Nyong, Senior Director Africa, GCA, Hafiz Lawal, Africa Regional Programme Manager, 
Infrastructure and Nitin Jain, Global lead, Infrastructure
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Prof. Patrick Verkooijen presents report to H.E. Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo- Addo



| MESTI DIGEST

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

14

GHANA’S FIRST
FOUNDRY AND MACHINE TOOLING CENTRE -AN AVENUE 

FOR GHANA’S INDUSTRIALIZATION AGENDA.

Ghana’s 1st Foundry and Machine Tooling Centre under construction

Ghana’s 1st Foundry and 
Machine Tooling Centre 

being constructed by the 
Ministry of Environment, 
Science, Technology, and 
Innovation (MESTI), has seen 
much progress under the 
Ghana CARES (OBAATAN PA) 
programme of the Ministry 
of Finance (MoF), after the 
President, H. E. Nana Addo 
Dankwa Akufo-Addo laid 
the foundation stone for its 
construction in Accra, on 31st 
August 2020. 

The objective of the project is to 
promote the use of appropriate 
environmentally friendly, 

scientific, and technological 
practices to create employment 
for Ghanaians. It also seeks 
to provide opportunities for 
Ghanaian Engineers and artisans 
to consider manufacturing tools 
and equipment needed in the 
Agriculture, Mining, Science 
Engineering, and Automobile 
industries. 

Additionally, the project, when 
completed  will bring accelerated 
socio-economic development 
to the nation since the industrial 
sector will manufacture more 
local machines and spare parts 
for their operations. This will 
reverse the country’s over-

dependence on imported metal 
goods, resulting in a positive 
impact on the country’s 
economy.

With technical expertise by 
Ghanaian professionals from the 
public and private sectors, there 
is a high expectation of more 
opportunities for technical skill 
training and job creation for the 
youth. The project comprises 
a foundry, pattern shop, scrap 
yard, machine tooling centre 
and a canteen. 

As part of measures to develop 
a comprehensive business plan 
for the operation of the Foundry 
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and Tooling Centre, a two-day 
consultative workshop with 
industry players from the public 
and private sectors was held on 
Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 
3rd February 2022. The aim 
was to brief participants on 
new developments regarding 

the progress of work and solicit 
views from all stakeholders in 
the industry.  

The Chief Director for MESTI, 
Mrs Cynthia Asare Bediako, 
in her open remarks, stated 
that Science and Technology 

is the way forward for Ghana’s 
industrial development and 
that more attention should be 
given to policies, programmes 
and projects in that regard. She 
urged participants to contribute 
meaningfully towards the 
success of the project.

The objective of the 
project is to promote 

the use of appropriate 
environmentally 

friendly, scientific, and 
technological practices to 

create employment for 
Ghanaians. It also seeks 

to provide opportunities 
for Ghanaian Engineers 

and artisans to consider 
manufacturing tools and 

equipment needed in 
the Agriculture, Mining, 

Science Engineering, and 
Automobile industries. Inner view of the Foundry and 

Machine Tooling Centre

Participants at the consultative workshop
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The Minister for Environment, 
Science, Technology, and 

Innovation (MESTI), Dr Kwaku 
Afriyie (MP) has expressed the 
government’s commitment to 
ensuring sustainable extraction 
of mineral resources while 
promoting a climate-compatible 
and resilient economy efforts to 
clamp down on illegal mining as 
well as promote the planting of 
trees through the Green Ghana 
initiative and the implementation 
of projects and programmes such 
as the Sustainable Land and Water 
Management, Ghana Adaptation 
fund Project among others. 

He was speaking at the virtual 
launch of the Ghana Landscape 
Restoration and Small-Scale 
Mining Project (GLRSSMP) in 
Accra on Tuesday,15th February 
2022. 

GHANA IS 
COMMITTED

TO THE GHANA LANDSCAPE RESTORATION AND 
SMALL-SCALE MINING PROJECT (GLRSSMP)

The Project is expected to reverse land 
and forest degradation trends, through 
improved institutional and regulatory 
frameworks and integrated landscape 
management with a focus on enhancing 
sustainable agricultural productivity, 
sustainable Small-Scale Mining and 
sustainable forest and water resource 
management.

The project will be anchored 
on the achievements and 
lessons from previous projects 
implemented in the Savannah 
drylands and recently 
completed Sustainable Land 
and Water Management 
Project (SLWMP) and other 
ongoing Forest Investment 
Programmes (FIP). “This 
will result in strengthening 
the country’s systems for 

integrated natural resources 
management and increase 
the benefits to communities 
in targeted savannah and 
cocoa forest landscapes”, he 
remarked.

The minister indicated 
that achieving a better 
quality of life for people is a 
fundamental goal of every 
country as presented in the 
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adoption and implementation of strategies for 
sustainable economic growth, poverty reduction 
and attainment of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). He however mentioned that the 
challenge confronting most countries is to pursue 
development initiatives in a sustainable manner 
that decouples environmental degradation from 
economic growth and poverty.

The Project is expected to reverse land and 
forest degradation trends, through improved 
institutional and regulatory frameworks and 
integrated landscape management with a focus on 
enhancing sustainable agricultural productivity, 

sustainable Small-Scale Mining and sustainable 
forest and water resource management.

Dr Kwaku Afriyie urged all implementing agencies, 
to continue to work in collaboration and in good 
faith, to ensure the success of the project. 

Participants at the virtual launch included the 
Minister for Lands and Natural Resources, Hon. 
Samuel Abu Jinapor, Country Director, World 
Bank, Mr. Pierre Laporte, Officials from the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
other Departments and Agencies.

At the virtual launch of the Ghana Landscape Restoration and Small-Scale Mining Project (GLRSSMP)



| MESTI DIGEST

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

18

The Minister for Environ- 
ment, Science, Technology, 

and Innovation (MESTI), Dr 
Kwaku Afriyie has reminded the 
Governing Board of the Council 
for Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR) to consider 
marketing its research and 
innovations to generate more 
revenue for the country as CSIR 

is very important to the socio-
economic development of the 
country. 

The Minister made this known 
when the Board Chairman of 
the Governing Board, Prof 
Kingsford Adaboh called on him 
in Accra on Wednesday,23rd 
February 2022 in the company 

of the Director-General, Prof. 
Victor Agyemang and the 
Deputy Director-General, Prof. 
Paul Bossu and other officials 
from the Council.

The Minister mentioned that 
a lot of CSIR’s activities were 
not known to the public,  
emphasizing the need for the 

CSIR 
CHARGED 

TO PROMOTE OPERATIONS

Dr Afriyie interacting with the Board Chairman of the Governing Board, Prof Kingsford Adaboh
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establishment of an institute 
responsible for the promotion 
and marketing of the council’s 
products and services while 
creating meaningful business 
partnerships with the private 
sector. 

“The difference between your 
research institutions and 
the purely academic applied 
research institutions is the 
emphasis on their economic 
viability and application. One of 
the things you were supposed 
to do and the difference 
between your research 
institution is that it is purely 

applied academic research than 
other Universities”, the Minister 
stated.

Dr Afriyie disclosed that the 
President has mandated him 
to set up a unit equivalent to 
an agency, and an economic 
and marketing unit manned by 
professionals who will ensure 
that any discovery of economic 
importance can enter the 
market as quickly as possible. 
He appealed to the council to 
support his effort in making 
CSIR economically viable to 
execute its mandate for the 
public good.

On his part, the second 
time Board Chairman for the 
21-member governing board 
of CSIR Council, Prof. Robert 
Kingsford indicated that the 
council had experienced a lot 
of transformation since its 
establishment in 1958. He 
indicated that the board is 
considering the amendment of 
the CSIR Act, commercialization 
systems and structures, brand 
visibility among others and that 
he was confident the Governing 
Board will assist his outfit in 
working for the good of the 
country.

The difference between your research institutions and the purely 
academic applied research institutions is the emphasis on their 
economic viability and application.

Minister with CSIR Team
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Management of SRG 
Industries Ghana Limited, 

a plastic production company 
operating in Tema, has pledged 
its support for the plastic 
waste Management drive by 
MESTI. The team called on Dr 
Kwaku Afriyie (MP) in Accra on 
Tuesday, 1st March 2022.

The visit is a response from the 
company following the Hon. 
Minister’s visit to their outfit, 
as part of his facility tour to 
some plastic production firms 
in Accra and Tema.

The Managing Director of the 
company, Mr. Bipin Shangavi, 
indicated that the company 
has never been engaged by any 
Minister since the beginning of 
its operations in the country 
over the past 20 years. 

He added that SRG is committed 
to collaborating with the 
ministry in the management of 
plastic waste in public education 
and sensitization.

Discussions centred on new 
bio-degradable technologies, 
projects which can benefit 
plastic production firms in 
the country, legislation on the 
importation of plastics among 
others.

SRG INDUSTRIES 
PLEDGES SUPPORT 

FOR GHANA’S PLASTIC WASTE MANAGEMENT DRIVE

Minister interacting with Management of SRG Industries Ghana Ltd

Minister in a group photo with SRG Management & MESTI Staff
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The Ghana Atomic Energy 
Commission (GAEC) has been 

asked to translate its research 
findings to benefit Ghanaians. Dr 
Kwaku Afriyie advised the newly 
appointed Director-General 
of GAEC, Prof. Samuel Boakye 
Dampare when he called on the 
minister in Accra on Friday,18th 
February 2022.

Discussions centred on avenues for 
meaningful collaboration between 
GAEC and the Ministry.
 
Dr Kwaku Afriyie indicated that 
GAEC is one of the first institutions 
in terms of the application of nuclear 
technology in the world and charged 
them to enhance the development 
of their human resource capabilities 
in other to rake in more economic 
benefits to the country.

He was accompanied by the Board 
Chairman of the GAEC Governing 
Board, Dr Kwaku Aning and the 
Deputy Director-General, Prof. 
Dickson Adomako. 

TRANSLATE 
RESEARCH FINDINGS 

TO BENEFIT GHANAIANS-MINISTER TO GAEC

Minister in a group photo with GAEC Team & some MESTI 
Staff

Dr Afriyie with Director-General 
of GAEC, Prof. Samuel Boakye 
Dampare

Dr Afriyie with Chairman 
of the GAEC Board, Dr 
Kwaku Aning



| MESTI DIGEST

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

22

The Ghana Jobs and Skills Project 
Implementation Support 

Mission has engaged MESTI on a 
5-year Entrepreneurship and Skills 
Development Project on Thursday 
17th March 2022.

According to the Director (ST&I), 
Mr. Kwamena Quaison, the ministry 
is responsible for component 2 of 
the project which requires providing 
technical backstopping in areas of 
technical skills transfer, intellectual 
property issues among others.  He 
added that MESTI is in the process of 
establishing a Project Office in that 
regard and requested the team to 
expedite action on the procurement 
process for work to begin.

The Team Lead, Mr Phusyant Raju 
stated that the projects would be 
undertaken in collaboration with 
other institutions adding that 
it would secure a lot of jobs to 
complement government’s efforts 
toward job creation in the country. 

The head of the Project Coordination 
Unit at the Ministry of Finance, Mr 

GHANA JOBS AND 
SKILLS PROJECT

IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT MISSION ENGAGES MESTI

Franklin Ashiadey assured MESTI of their willingness to engage 
all associated institutions in provision of requisite resources for 
the successful implementation of the project.
 
Present were Directors (F&A), Mr Constant Gladza, Director 
(HR) Madam Cecilia Nyadia, Head, Procurement, Mr Frank 
Van-Lare and other officials from the ministry.

Director (F&A), Mr Constant Gladza engaging Team Lead, Mr 
Phusyant Raju

A group photo of participants at the meeting
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Dr Kwaku Afriyie has reiterated the need for 
research into neglected tropical diseases in 

Ghana as part of the Ghana-Support for Post 
Covid Recovery Program on Skills, Research and 
Productivity (SPRSTRP) programme. He was 
speaking during the visit of an Appraisal Mission 
from the African Development Bank (AfDB) in 
Accra on Monday,14th March 2022. 

The Objective of the mission was to have 
engagements in the development of 
Project components centred on higher Skills 
development, R&D, Productivity, and Innovation. 

Discussions Centre on biotechnology, 
programming and coding for jobs creation 

and digital innovation. Others were Research 
& Development in vaccine production for 
pandemics, Climate-resilient technologies, and 
environmental management. 

The Minister stated that MESTI has the 
technical expertise to support the project with 
Effective & Efficient R&D, Technology Transfer 
arrangements, Skills for the future, strategies 
for Innovative entrepreneurship and green 
technologies amongst others.

Present were the Director (ST&I) Mr Kwamena 
Quaison, Special Advisor, Mr Oliver Boachie and 
other MESTI officials.

MINISTER CALLS 
FOR RESEARCH 

INTO NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES

Hon. Minister engaging Appraisal Mission from the African Development Bank (AfDB)
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MESTI Minister, Dr Kwaku 
Afriyie (MP) has disclosed 

that Ghana has experts with a lot 
of knowledge to share regarding 
the issues of environment, 
science, technology, and 
innovation and that MESTI is 
ready for collaboration with all 
stakeholders.

He made the remark when the 
Israeli Ambassador to Ghana, H. 
E. Shlomit Sufa called on him on 
Friday, 11th March 2022. This 
is her first visit to the Ministry 
after the opening of the Israeli 
Embassy in Accra in November 
2021.

The Israeli Ambassador to 
Ghana, H. E. Shlomit Sufa has 
expressed her country’s interest 

in partnering with MESTI on 
Agriculture, Robotics, and other 
forms of Technological projects. 

The Minister indicated that 
Ghana has long-standing 
bilateral relations with Israel 
over the years and that MESTI 
is willing to have mutually 
beneficial collaborations going 
forward.

GHANA HAS 
EXPERTS

IN ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 
AND INNOVATION

MESTI Minister exchanging pleasantries with H. E. Shlomit Sufa
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Dr Kwaku Afriyie (MP) has hinted 
that MESTI has a policy position on 

Aflatoxins that has been presented to the 
Cabinet to enhance Ghana’s Agriculture 
and Industrial capacities. He was 
interacting with a team from the Country 
Office of the World Food Programme 
(WFP) responsible for the South-South 
Triangular Co-Operation when they called 
on him in Accra on Friday,11 March 2022. 

The objective of the visit was to 
identify opportunities for partnership in 
knowledge sharing regarding technology, 
and Innovation for the training of farmers 
on climate and pest management to 
support communities affected by floods 
and other natural disasters. 

Coordinator for Sustainable Food Systems, 
Chris Ibyisuntayo mentioned that the 
team would be working in collaboration 
with other Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies (MDAs) in the country on a 
variety of programmes in Health, Gender 
Protection among others.

Present were the Executive Director of 
the Environment Protection Agency, Dr 
Henry Kokofu, Deputy Executive Director 
(EPA), Mr. Ebenezer Sampong, Director 
of Environment,  Mr. Peter Derry, Special 
Advisor to the Hon. Minister, Mr. Oliver 
Boachie and other officials from the 
Ministry.

COURTESY CALL
-COUNTRY OFFICE OF WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME

MESTI Minister with the team from the Country Office of WFP 
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Dr Afriyie mentioned that 
MESTI plays a critical role 

in mainstreaming Science in 
all sectors of the economy 
to accelerate national 
development and that his outfit 
is committed to partnering with 
Lancaster University to develop 
coordinated programmes that 
will address environmental 
challenges.

A delegation from Lancaster 
University in the United 
Kingdom led by the Director 
of International Engagement, 

Lancaster Environment Center, 
Professor Kirk T Semple paid 
a courtesy call on the Hon. 
Minister, Dr Kwaku Afriyie (MP) 
in his office in Accra on Tuesday, 
11th January 2022.

During the meeting, the 
group shared notes on several 
issues that are key to forming 
strong collaboration within 
the areas of Educational 
Training Programmes, building 
Human Resource Capacity and 
developing of Research Fund. 

COURTESY CALL
- LANCASTER UNIVERSITY

Director of International 
Engagement, Lancaster 
Environment Center, 
Professor Kirk T Semple

Minister interacting  with Professor Kirk T Semple
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COURTESY CALL
- Hungarian Ambassador
The Hungarian Ambassador to Ghana, H.E. Tamas Endre Feher called on the 
Minister, Dr Kwaku Afriyie in Accra on Wednesday, 16th February 2022. 
He presented a document on the planet and environmental protection to 
the Ministry. 

CAPTION 
STORIES
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MESTI STAFF SENSITIZED ON 
PENSION CONTRIBUTIONS

CAPTION 
STORIES

Officials from the Marketing Department of the Hedge Pensions Trust, a 
subsidiary institution of the Civil and Local Government Staff Association of Ghana 
(CLOGSAG), engaged management and staff of the Ministry on the various tiers 
of the pension arrangement available to staff under the Pay and Pension Reforms 
since the year 2010.

In a brief opening remark, the Chief Director, Mrs Cynthia Asare Bediako urged 
participants to discuss their concerns with the officials to make informed decisions 
regarding their pension contributions. 

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION
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CHIEF DIRECTOR 
ENGAGES STAFF AT 
STAFF DURBARCAPTION 

STORIES
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CAPTION 
STORIES

MESTI HR DIRECTORATE 
ORGANISES EYE SCREENING 
FOR STAFF
The Human Resource Directorate of the Ministry organized an eye screening 
program for staff on Thursday, 24th February 2022.
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CAPTION 
STORIES

PLANNING MEETING 
- Kwahu Plastic Waste 
Management Project 
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CAPTION 
STORIES

MESTI PUBLIC RELATIONS 
UNIT LEADS PRODUCTION 
OF DOCUMENTARY
This documentary production was on “Ghana’s Roadmap For Resilient Infrastructure 
In A Changing Climate” by the United Nations Office of Project Services (UNOPS) 
and Global Adaptation Centre (GCA) on 18th March, 2022.
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Ghana Atomic Energy Commission
The agency exists to make proposals to the Government for Legislation 
in the field of nuclear radiation and radioactive waste management 
and to advise the Government on questions relating to nuclear energy, 
science, and technology among others. 

PO Box LG80 Legon, Accra-Ghana, 
Tel: 0244 299 229 or 0540839031 
Email: official.mail@localhost  Web: https://gaecgh.org

Council For Scientific Industrial Research
The mission of the CSIR is to become the force for accelerated social 
and economic development of Ghana through examining, exploring and 
creating Science and Technology catalysts for public and private wealth 
creation.
  
P. O. Box M32 Accra-Ghana, 
Tel: 0302-777651- 4 
Email: dgsoffice@csir.org.gh, headoffice@csir.org.gh 
Web: https://www.csir.org.gh

Environmental Protection Agency
The agency is dedicated to improving, conserving and promoting the 
country’s environment and striving for environmentally sustainable 
development with sound, efficient resource management, taking into 
account social and equity issues. It oversees the implementation of the 
National Environment Policy. 

P.O. Box M.326, Accra, GR Ghana
Tel: 0302 664697-8, 0302 662690 
Email: info@epa.gov.gh Web: http://www.epa.gov.gh

National Biosafety Authority
The National Biosafety Authority (NBA) exercise general supervision 
and control over the transfer, handling and use of genetically modified 
organisms(GMOs). 
 
P.O. Box WY2287, Kwabenya- Accra
Tel: +233 202765587
Email: Info@nba.org.gh  Web: https://nba.org.gh/

Lands and Spatial Planning Authority
Responsible for ensuring the sustainable development of land and 
human settlements through a decentralized planning system, ensuring 
judicious use of land and creating an enabling environment for District 
Assemblies to better perform the spatial planning and human settlement 
management functions.   

P.O. Box M61, Accra

MESTI AGENCIES
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Nuclear Regulatory Authority
The Nuclear Regulatory Authority was established by the NRA Act, 
2015 (Act 895) to regulate the civilian use of radiations (ionising 
and non-ionising) in Ghana; with a core mandate of ensuring the 
protection of people and the environment from radiation hazards

The Authority therefore issues authorisations for the possession, 
use, transport, import, export, storage and disposal of nuclear 
and radioactive materials and radioactive waste, as well as 
decommissioning or other related activities or practices identified by 
the Authority

WHAT THEY DO:
• Development of Regulations and Guidance Documents
• Review and assessment of applications for the possession and 

use of nuclear and radioactive materials
• Conduct of regulatory inspections
• Issuance of authorisations, licenses and permits to facilities and 

activities that are compliant with NRA requirements
• Enforcement of non-compliance with regulatory requirements by 

licensees
• Nuclear and radiological emergency preparedness and response
• Public education
• International cooperation 

P.O.Box AE 50
Houses 1 & 2, Neutron Avenue
Tel: +233303965928
Email: official.mail@gnra.org,gh
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P. O. Box M232 Ministries, Accra Ghana
GhPost Add: GA-107-3073


